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Center for First-Generation Student Initiatives

2023 Award for Outstanding First-Generation Student Advocacy

The Award for Outstanding First-Generation Student Advocacy honors faculty, staff and/or
administrator(s) who support first-generation students' education and serve as an advocate at
Sacramento State. It is not required that nominees have identified as first-generation students

themselves.

Alex Blaise
Director, MESA Engineering Program
College of Engineering & Computer Science

Angelica Perez Moreno
Program Coordinator
Guardian Scholars Program

Austin Sihoe

Director, Strategic Initiatives & Veterans
Success Center

Division of Student Affairs

Bonnie M. Beevers
Director, Office of Student Engagement
College of Business

Dr. Kevan Shafizadeh
Dean
College of Engineering and Computer Science

Dr. Steven Salcido

Associate Vice President, Enroliment
Management & Student Services
Division of Student Affairs

Gwen Nicole Caguicla Adao

Campus Partnership Coordinator & Coordinator,
Financial Wellness

Student Service Center

Hnou Lee
Advising & Outreach Coordinator
Full Circle Project

Lauryn Payne
Scholarship Analyst
Scholarships Office

Maria Johnson
Employer Relations Specialist
Career Center

Michelle Okada

Senior Career Counselor/Coordinator & Project
Activity Director for DHSI Career Counseling
Activities Career Center

PaHoua Lee

Student Success Coordinator

College of Social Sciences & Interdisciplinary
Studies

Rahsaan Ellison-Johnson
Associate Director
Services to Students with Disabilities

Sayonita Ghosh Hajra

Associate Professor & Director, Commit to
Study Program

Department of Mathematics & Statistics

Troy Alexander Nichols

Adjunct Professor

Department of Recreation, Parks & Tourism
Administration



